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Palm Beach County has the most intriguing diversity of major industries anywhere in the United
States.  Along with the industries that originally built the Palm Beaches, agribusiness, and
leisure, are a strong science-based component.
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These areas include aerospace, life sciences and health sciences, a technology component in
clean tech, IT/telecommunications, a business and trade component in financial and equity
services, manufacturing, distribution and logistics, and the equestrian industry which is one of
the county’s most distinctive economic sectors. As a seaside county, bordered on the west by
the second largest freshwater lake in the lower 48 states, Palm Beach County also has an
important marine industry.

The diversity of these industries is directly supported by the highly diverse and skilled talent
pool, drawn to the county by exceptional prospects. With no state income tax and low sales and
property taxes, Floridians have among the highest incomes in the United States. The U.S.
Census Bureau reports a median household income of $52,432. The county added an average of
nearly 1,100 jobs per month in 2015, reflecting strong economic growth.

Palm Beach County offers many advantages to workers and employers alike, with an excellent
infrastructure, the cultural advantages of a much larger urban area, and abundant outdoor
activities, the quality of life allows people a huge range of choices for both living and working.
Employers have many options for choosing locations, from urban centers to agricultural acres,
and everything in between.

Diverse Workforce

Palm Beach County is Florida’s third most populous, with nearly 1.4 million people and a growth
rate projected by the state to be 6.3 percent between 2015 and 2020. Although the perception
outside the state is that Florida’s residents are primarily retired and elderly, the median age in the
Palm Beaches is 44. Workers in Palm Beach county have an above average high school
graduation rate of 87.7 percent, and 33 percent have a bachelor’s degree or higher.

Those holding college degrees remain in high demand across the county, making it an attractive
option for both young graduates and more experienced mid-career and executive personnel.

Palm Beach County also offers a significant Spanish-speaking population of nearly 12 percent, a
tremendous advantage for businesses in international trade, or seeking to enter Cuba as the
marketplace there opens during the next decade.

Job Growth

With all the activity in Palm Beach County, it is not surprising that the job outlook is highly
positive. In contrast to other Florida counties, the Palm Beaches are adding more professional
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and business jobs than service jobs. In October 2015 the Palm Beach Post reported that
business and professional jobs were up by 6,600 positions, followed by education and health
services (3,200 jobs). Leisure and hospitality added 1,800 jobs, and that is expected to rise as
the ongoing drop in gas prices, predicted to be long-term, drives an increase in tourism and
boating activities. The same article reported that wages are up, especially for technology,
accounting and finance professionals.

Major Industries

The Palm Beach Business Development Board has identified thirteen industry clusters, whose
grouping of interrelated businesses compliment each other and are economic drivers for the
county.

1. Agribusiness

2. Aviation

3. Aerospace

4. Engineering

5. Business and Financial Services

6. Clean Tech

7. Distribution and Logistics

8. Equestrian

9. Healthcare

10. IT and Telecommunications

11. Life Sciences

12. Manufacturing

13. Marine Industry

Learn more about....

Market Access to the Caribbean

Educating a Competitive Work Force

Business Taxes, Sales Tax and Licensing

Top 15 Service Sector Organizations and Companies

Top 15 Providers of Manufactured Goods
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Did you like what you read here? Order your FREE copy of Palm Beach Relocation Guide!

Related Content

Top Five Dog
Friendly
Restaurants in
West Palm Beach
Living in West Palm Beach is

not only a great place for us

all to tour and roam, but don't

forget to bring your furry friend

too! Here is some of the best

eating spots, that are

completely doggy friendly.

Get an aquatic
education at Palm
Beach Maritime
Academy
A perfect school to have a

start in if the education that is

being sought is deep in the

sea. At Palm Beach Maritime

Academy and High School,

students learn the ropes -

hands on - to marine science!

Saint Andrew's
School, Pre-K-
12th Grade, Day
and Boarding
Recognized as a top private

school in the Episcopal

tradition, Saint Andrew’s

School is a day and boarding

school for students in grades

Pre-K through 12.
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Popular Articles

The Top 25 Employers in the Palm Beaches

Palm Beach Business Associations & Networking Groups

Listing of Private Schools in Palm Beach

Urban Living: Downtown West Palm Life

Calendar Of Annual Events In & Around Palm Beach
County
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